
Unit: Classical Civilizations 

Grade Level:10 
Unit Name:  Classical Civilizations (ancient Greece and Rome) 
 
Pacing 6 weeks 

9-12.WH.1.G.C 
Locate major cities of the world and key world 
nations; the world’s continents and oceans 
and major topographical features of the world. 
 
 
 
 
9-12.WH.2.GS.B 
Explain the influence of the classical revival on 
government systems including the source of 
power, how leaders are selected and how 
decisions are made. 
 
9-12.WH.2.PC.C 
Analyze the historic rise of Islam, as well the 
expansion of Christianity, Islam and Buddhism 
in order to explain their transformations and 
roles in conflict and cooperation. 
 
9-12.WH.3.PC.C 
Assess the changing ideas of class, ethnicity, 
racial groups, gender, and age to determine a 
person’s roles in society and  
social institutions. 
 
 
9-12.WH.2.GS.A 

Learning Targets: 
⮚ I will identify geographical features of 

areas being studied. 
⮚ I will locate the physical countries of 

Europe 
⮚ I will locate the major cities of Europe 

 
 

⮚ I will explain the influence of Greece in 
modern government systems. 

⮚ I will explain the influence of Rome in 
modern government systems. 

 
 

⮚ I will explain the growth of Christianity. 
⮚ I will analyze the influence and 

consequences of the spread of Christianity 
and Islam. 

 
 

⮚ I will assess how the roles of (women, 
ethnicity, race, gender and age) affected 
society in ancient and medieval times. 

 
 
 
 

⮚ I  will identify the characteristics of 
monarchy, oligarchy, dynasty, and 
theocracy. 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.WH.1.PC.A  
Using a world history lens, describe how 
peoples’ perspectives shaped the 
sources/artifacts they created 
 
9-12.WH.1.PC.B 
Using a world history lens, examine the origins 
and impact of social structures and 
stratification on societies and relationships 
between peoples 
 
9-12.WH.4.CC.A 
Evaluate the forms of republics over time to 
determine their implication for pre-
revolutionary ideas and expectations during 
the Age of Revolution.  
 
9-12.WH.2.G.A 
Analyze physical geography to explain how 
regions are connected or isolated from each 
other.  
 
9-12.WH.2.G.B 
Compare and contrast geographic regions by 
examining the cultural characteristics of 
European, African, Asian, and American 
societies 
 



Compare and contrast governmental systems 
including  
monarchy, oligarchy, dynasty and theocracy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.WH.2.CC.B 
Compare the dominant characteristics, 
contributions of and interactions among major 
civilizations of Asia, Europe, Africa, the 
Americas and the Middle East in ancient and 
medieval times. 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12 WH-1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a chronological 
sequence of related events in world history. 
 
9-12.WH.1.G.A 
Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain relationships 
and reveal patterns and trends in world history 
1450-2010 
 
 
 

⮚ I will compare and contrast different types 
of government systems including monarch, 
oligarchy, dynasty and theocracy. 

⮚ I will explain the influence of Greece in 
modern government systems. 

⮚ I will explain the influence of Rome in 
modern government systems. 

 
⮚ I will identify the major contributions of 

Ancient Greece to modern times. 
⮚ I will identify the contributions of the 

Roman Republic on modern times. 
⮚ I will identify characteristics of Ancient 

(Greece or Roman) societies. 
⮚ I will compare the civilizations of Ancient 

Greece and Rome 

 
 
 

⮚ I will use various types of (timelines, 
charts, maps, diagrams) to analyze events 
in world history. 

 
⮚ I will create maps based on information. 
⮚ I will create (visuals, maps, charts, graphs, 

data & diagrams) to make conclusions 
about data. 

⮚ I will interpret (maps, charts, graphs, data, 
diagrams) based on historical information. 

⮚ I will use various types of (timelines, 
charts, maps, diagrams) to analyze events 
in world history. 

9-12.WH.1.CC.C 
⮚ I will create a good research question. 
⮚ I will identify appropriate and reliable 

sources. 
⮚ I will evaluate a source for strengths and 

weaknesses. 
⮚ I will create a presentation that expresses 

my ideas. 
⮚ I will articulate my research in appropriate 

formats. 
⮚ I will present my ideas in an engaging way. 

 

Big Ideas: 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

Vocabulary: 
Arete 



Even civilizations from long ago have a 
major influence on our world today. 
 
 

What factors shaped the classical 
civilizations? 
What characteristics and events 
shaped the civilizations of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans? 
 
How might religious beliefs affect 
culture, society and politics? 
 
In what ways did ancient Greece and 
Rome influence modern society, 
especially in the sphere of 
government? 
 

Polis 
Agora 
Republic 
Direct democracy 
Representative democracy 
Theocracy 
Helot 
Spartan 
Phalanx 
Oligarchy 
Classical 
Philosophy 
Hellenistic 
Epicureanism 
Stoicism 
Plebian 
Patrician 
Consul 
Triumvirate 
Paterfamilias 
Clergy 
Plague 
Inflation 
Monk 
Missionary 
Monasticism 
Nun 
Priest 
senate 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


